AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL
. VIJAYANAGARA |
(€. FOURTEENTH TO SIXTEENTH CENTURY)

Vijayanagara or “city of victory™ was the name of
both a city and an empirve. The empire was founded
in (he fourteenth century, In iis hevday 1L siretehed.
fronn the river Krishna In the north (o (e extreme
south of the peninsula. In 1565 the clty was sacked
antd subsequently deserted, Althongh it fell into
ruin in the seventeenth-elghteenth eenturies, it
lived on tn the memories ol people living tn the
Krishna-Tungabhadra doab. They remembered. it
as Hampi, 2 name derived from that ol the local
mother goddess, Pampadevi. These oral traditions
combined with archacological [inds; monumerils
and ' Inscriplions and other vecords helped seholars
to rediscover the Vijayanagam Empire,

Fig. 7.1
A part of the stone wall that was
buatlt arcund the oty of Vijapanogara

1. THE DiscovERY oF HAMPI

The ruins al Hampi were brought (o light In 1800 by
an engineer and anligquarian named Colonel Colin
Mackenzic, An employee of the English Easl Indla
Company. he prepared the Orst survey map of the
sile. Much of the mital Information he received was
based on the memories of priests of the Virupaksha
temple and the shrine of Pampadevi. Subsequently,
from 1856. photographers began lo record the
monumenis which cnabled scholars (o study them.
As carly as 1836 epigraphists began collecling
severnl dozen inscriptions [oiund al this and other
lemples al Hampl. In an elfort o reconsiruct the
history af the city and the empire, historians collated
information from these sources with accounts of
forelgn (travelers and other Hlerature writlen in
Telugy, Kannada, Tamil and Sanskrit,
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Lo !

Born in 1734, Colin Mackenzis becams famous 3s an
engme=r, surveyon and cantographer. In 1815 he was
sppointed the first Survevor Gaperal of Indis, 3 post
he held rill his desthin 1321, He ambarkad ﬂncalle-'mg
local historiss and sirvaving hisoric stes n order o
bener undesstand Indis's pastand mske govemnance of
he colony easter. Ha saysthat "t strugsisd long under
[he missries of Dad manazement .., before e South
came under the benign mflumu of the British
govemiment’. By studying Vijsyanagars. Macksnze
belisved hat the East Indie Company could gain “much
ussful Information on many of thess inshtutions, laws
and customs whose influsnce =il prevails among the
various Trbes of Nzbves forming the general més of
e population to this day.

2. RAYAs. NAYAKAS AND SULTANS
Arcording to tradition and eplgraphic evidence two
brothers, Harthara and Bukka, founded the
Vijayanagara Empire in 1336. This emplre mcluded
within {ts luctusting frontiers peoples who spoke
different languages and followed dilferent religlous
traditions.

Un their northern fromtier, the Vijayanagara kings
compeied with contemporary rulers - Including the
Sultans ol the Deccan dand the Gajapall tulers ol
Orissa — lor cantrol ol theé fertile rver vallevs and
the resources generaled by lucratlve overseas trade,
Al the same Ume, nleracton between these states
led lo sharing of ldeas, especially In the feld of
architecture. The rulers of Vijayanagara borrowed
concepls and bullding tec hnlqur«, which they then
developed [urther,

—1
Karnataka samrajyamu

While Distorians use the térm Vijayansgera Empire,
sontemporanes described irasthe kamataks smesjismu.

g, 7.2

| Mackenzie and his assistanits

This is 4 copy by an
ik ortist of an of
painbingd by the portml
rnmu:r Thommws Hickey.

lale= o r_lﬁl'i ] belongs
Lo {1 eollection of the Royal

“Asiatic Sodely of Britoin sod

Ircland. On Mockenzic's lefi
ts lis pean Kistna)l halding
i lelesenpe, onhits righl ane
Brahmaorniu sssisinnis -
i Jeian pandil [HGoht) ol
boehind him the Tehigu
Brnhmana Cauvellery
Ventak Letedumbah.

=~ How has theartist
porirayed Mackenzie
and his indigenous
Informers? What ideas
about hitm and lus
Irformanis are sought Lo
be tmpressed upaon the
viewers?
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Mg 7.3
Thee goprom or gatewsTy of tee
Hrhadisheara temple at Thanjar

Some of the areas thal were incorporated within

i the empire had witnessed the development of
Elep Ls, b powerful stales such as those al the Cholas In Tamil
and men Nadu and the Hoysalas in Kamataka. Ruling elites

G’ajgpaﬁ literslly means lord in these areas had extended patronage lo elaborate
febphantﬁ.ihiswas'ﬁwnﬂiﬁé lemples such as the Brihadisbvara temple al

of = ruling linesza thal was Thanjavur and the Chennakeshava temple at Belur.

vary powerhul in Onsse in'the The rulers of Vijayanagara, who called themselves

fiftesnth cemury, In the popular raifas, bulll un these tradillons and carried them,
sr=ditions of Viisvanagars the as we will see, lHierally to new heighis.

Diezcan Sultens 2r2 termed 3¢

2shizpsnorlord oinorsesand | 2-1 Kings and traders
the 7avssare called narspanof As warlare during these times depended upon

tord o men. clfective eavalry. the Import ol horses [rom Arabia

Ji and Central Asia was very lmportant f[or rival
kingdoms. This trade was initially controlled by Arab
traders, Local communities of merchants known as
kuediral chettts or horse merchanls also participated
in these exchanges. From 14498 other aclors appeared
on the scene, These were Lhe Portuguese, who arrived
on the west coast of the subcontiment and attempled
to establish trading and military stations. Their
superior military technology, especially the use of
muskeis. enabled them to become imporiant players
in the angled politics of the period.

In lacl, Vijayanagara was also noted lor Iis
markets deallng in splees, textlles and precicus
stones. Trade was ollen regarded as a stalus symbol
lor such cities, which boasted ol a wealthy population
thal demanded high-value exolle goods, especially
precious stopes and jewellery. The revenue derived
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from trade In turn coniributed signilicantly lo Lthe
prosperily of the slate.

2.2 The apogee and decline of the empire

Within the polity, clalmants to power Included
members of the ruling lineage as well as military
commanders. The [irst dynasty, known as the
Sangama dynasty, exercised control till 1485,
They were supplanted by the Saluvas. milltary
commanders. who remained in power till 1503
when they were replaced by the Tuluvas.
Krishnadeva Raya belonged o the Tuluva dynasty.

Krishnadeva Raya's rule was characlerised by
expansion and consolldation. This was the time
when the land betlween the Tungabhadra and
Krishna rivers (the Ratchur doab) was acquired
(1512), the rulers of Orissa were subdued (1514) and
severe defeats were inflicted on the Sultan of Bijapur
(1520). Although the kingdom remained in a constant
siate of military preparedness. it {lourished under
conditions of unparalleled peace and prosperity.
Krishnadeva Raya Is credited with building some
fine temples and adding impressive gepurams Lo
many Important south Indian lemples, He also
founded a suburban lownship near Vijayanagara
called Nagalapuram after his molher, Some of the
most detalled descriptions of Vijayanagara come from
his time or just afler.

Strain began to shaw within the imperial stmcture
following Krishnadeva Raya’s death in 1529. His
successors were tronbied by rebellions nayakas or
military chiefs. By 1542 control at the centre had
shifled to anolher ruling Uneage, that of the Aravidu,
which remained In power ull the end of the
sevenleenth cenlury, During this period, as Indeed
carller, the mililary ambillons of the rulers
of Vijayanagara as well as those of the Deccan
Sultanates reésulled in shilting allgnments,
Eventually this led to an alltance of the Sullanates
againsi Vijayanagara. In 1565 Rama Raya, the chief
minister of Vijavanagara. led the army into battle
al Rakshasi-Tangadli (also known as Talikota). where
his forees were routed by the combined armies
ol Bijapur, Ahmadnagar and Goleonda. The viclorious
armies sacked the clty of Vijavanagara. The ¢lly was
lotally abandoned within a few years. Now the locus
of the empire shilted to the east where the Aravidu

s Be

172

Sotree 2

Knshnadeva Rays (nded 1500:29),
the mos: famous ruler of
Vijayanagars, composad 2 Work
on statecrail in Telugu kmown
as the Amukranalyada. About
raders e wrois:

Alung should improve the
hﬁrhuur: of his fpun“u'r
and o encourags. i
cnmmr;ap{g;h; .
ant uargmm.
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other arsticiss ar= fraaly
mporned’ .. He should
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ors whao land im
country on sccolins
_j‘f storms, illness end
uﬁmmmhﬁhﬂ'ﬂt
in s suitabls mannor
Maks the msrchents u’
distant foraign countriss
who. nrq:-art_n@]‘anm =nd
E;und hiorses: be attachad
e yourseif by providing
them with daily sudiancs,
presents and allowing
prnﬁm 'E:érk thoss
umc:lﬂ wﬂl navar-go G

Which groups of peaple
| would have benefited
| from these
| transaciions?
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dynasty ruled from Penukonda and laler [rom
Chandragiri [near Tirupati).

Although the armies of the Sultans were responsible
[ar the destruction of the city of Vijayanagara, relatlons

between the Sullans and the rayas were nol always

ar Inevilably hositle, In spite of religious differences.
Krishnadeva Raya, lor example, supported some
clalmants to power In the Sultanates and took pride
in the title “establisher of the Yavana kingdom™.
Similarly, the Sulian of Bijapur intervened to resolve
succession disputes in Vijayanagara following the
death ol Krishnadeva Raya. In [act the Vijayanagara
kings were keen lo ensure the siablility ol the
Sultanalés and vice versa. Il was the adveniurous
pollcy of Rama Raya who tried o play off ane Sullan
agalnst another that led the Sultans (o combine
logether and decisively defeat him.

AzezE
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2.3 The rayas and the nayakas

Among those who exercised power in the empire were
mililary chiefs who usually controlled forts amed had
armed supporiers. These chiels olten moved from
one area to another, and In many cases were
accompanied by peasants Jooking for fertile land on
which to settle. These chiefs were known as nayakas
and they usually spoke Telugu or Kannada, Many
nayikas submitted (o the authority of the kings ol
Vijayanagara bul they olten rebelled and had to be
subdued by military action.

The amara-nayaka system was a major political
innovation of the Vijayanagara Empire. [t |5 lkely
thal many features of this system were derived from
the (gta system of the Delhl Sultanate.

The amara-nayakas were milliary commanders
who were gtven territories to govern by the raya.
They collected laxes and other dues rom peasanis.
crafllspersons and (raders in the area. Thev retained
parl ol the revenue for personal use and lor
maintaining a stipulated contingenl of horses
and clephants, These conlingents provided the
Vijayanagara kings with an effective fighting force
with which they broughl the enlire southern
pentnsula under thetr control. Some of the revenpe
was also used for the matntenance of temples and
frrigation works.

The amara-nayakas seni iribuie io the king
annually and personally appeared in the royal court
wilh gilts 1o express their loyally. Kings occasionally
asserted their control over them by transferving them
from one place o another, However, during the course
of the seventesnth century, many of these navakas
established independent kingdoms, This hastened
the collapse of the central Imperial stricture.

-~ Discuss...

Lovale Chandragirl, Madural, Tkkerl, Thanjavur
and My=are. all centres ol nayaka power, on

Map 1. Diseuss the ways In which rivers and hillls
mity huve facilliated or hindersd communication
with Vijayamagara in each case
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3. VIJAYANAGARA

THE CAPITAL AND iTS ENVIRONS

Like most capilals, Vijayanagara. was characlerised
by a distinctive physical layoul and building stvle.

Fig, 7.4
Man of Viayanagera
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3.1 Water resources

The most striking feature aboul the locaton of
Vijavanagara Is Lhe natural basin formed by the
river Tungabhadra which Rows in a north-ecasterly
direriion. The surrounding landscape 1s characierised
by stunning grandie hills thal seem to form a giwdle
around the cty. A number of sireams flow down to
the river from these rocky oulorops.

In almost all cases embankments were buill along
Lthese streams Lo create reservolrs ol varving sires,
As Lhis s one of the mosi arld zones of the peninsula,
claborate arrangements had (o be made to siore
ralnwaler and conduct It Lo the clty. The most
important such lank was butlt in the early years
of the f[ifteenth century and Is now called
kamalapuram tank. Walter from this tank not ondy
irrigated fields nearby but was also conducted
through a channel to the “royal cenire”.

One of the most prominent walerworks (o be seen
among Lhe ruins is the Hiriya canal. This canal drew
water from 4 dam across the Tungabhadra and
irrigated the cultivated valley that separaled the
*sacred centre” from the “urban core®. This was
apparently bullt by kings of the Sangama dvoasty.

3.2 Fortifications and roads
Before we examine the different parts of the city in
detal!l let us look al what enclosed them all — the
greal fortress walls, Abdur Razzaq, an ambassador
sent by the miler of Persia (o Callcul (preseni-day
Rozhikode] in the Hiteenth century, was greatly
Impressed by the lortifleations, and mentioned
seven lines aof [orts. These encireled not only Lthe
city but also its agricultural hinterland and lorests:
The oulermost wall Honked the hills sumounding
the city. The massive masonry construction was
slightly lapered. No mortar or cementing agent was
emploved anywhere In the construction. The stone
blocks were wedge shaped. which held them In
place, and ihe inner portion of the walls was of
earth packed with rubble. Square or rectangular
bastions projected outwards.

Whal was most signiflcant aboul this lorilficatlon
Is that It enclosed agricullural tracts: Abdur Rarzaq
noted thatl “between the lirst, second and he third
walls there are cullivaled flelds, gardens and houses™.
And Paes observed: “From Lhis first cfrcult untl you

V77
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Fig. 7.6
An agueduet leading into (he royal
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Fay. 7.6
A gateiray in the fordfication wall
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| = Describe the simtlartiies

i and differences betwern
1hise two clilrances.,

Why do you tliunk the rulers
of Vijayanagara adopted

' eletherits of Indo-Islamic

'\ architecture?
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enler the city there Is a greal dislance, in which are
fields tn which they sow rice and have many gardens
and much water, In which water comes {rom (wo
lakes " These statements have bren comroborated by
present-day archaeologisis, who have also found
evidence of an agricultural tract between the sacred
centre and the urban core. This tract was serviced
by an claborate canal system drawing waler [rom
the Tungabhadra.

Why do you think agricultural tracis were
incorpaoriled within the [oritlied area? Ofien. the
objective of medieval sieges was Lo starve Lhe
defenders lnlo submission. These sleges could last
for several months and somelimes even vears,
Normally rulers tried to be prepared for such
sitnations by bullding large granaries within
foritiied areas: The rulers of Vijayanagara adopted
a more expensive and claborate stvategy of protecting
the agricultural belt itselfl.

A second line of fortification went round the
inner core of the urban complex, and a third line
surrounded the roval centre, within which each sel
ol major bulldings was surrounded by lis own
high walls.

The fort was enlered (hrough well-guarded gates,
whiich Unked the city to the major roads. Gatew:ays
were distinctive architectural features that often
delined the siruciures to which they regulated
access. The arch on the gateway leading into the
Tortified settlement as well as the dome over the
gate [Fig. 7.6) are regarded as typical features ol the
architfecture introduced by the Turkish Sultans. Ari
historfans refer (o this sivle as Indo-Islamic, as il
grew conUnually through Interacllon with local
building practices in difierent reglons,

Archaeologists have studied roads within the city
and those leading out from i, These have been
identified by tracing paths through gateways. as well
as by Onds ol pavemenis. Roads generally wound
around through the valleys. avoiding rocky terrain.
Some of the most Importanl roads extended from
temple gateways, and were lined by bazaars.

3.3 The urban core
Maoving along the roads leading into the urban core

there Is refatively Httle archacolpgical evidence of
the houses of ordinary people. Archacologists have
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found f[ine Chinese porcelain In some areas,
including in the north-eastemn corner of the urban
core and suggest that these areas may have been
occupled by rich traders. This was also the Muslim
residential quarter. Tombs and mosques located
here have distinetive functions, yet thetr architecture
resembles that of the mandapas found in the temples
ol Hampi.

This is how the sixteenth-century Portuguese
traveller Barbasa described the houses of ordinary
people, which have nol survived: "The other houses
of the people are thatchel, bul nonetheless well budlt
and arranged according (o occupations, In long
sireels with many open places.”

Field surveys Indicate thatl the enlire area was
dotted with numerous shrines and small temples,
pointing to the prevalence of a variety of culis;
perhaps supporied by different communtiies. The
surveys also indicate (hat wells. rainwaler lanks as
well as temple lanks may have served as sources ol
willer o the ordinary wown dwellers.

4. THE RoyAL CENTRE

The royal centre was located In the south-western
part of the seulement. Allhough designated as a moyal
centre, It fncluded over 60 temples. Clearly, the
palronage of temples and cults was important for
rilers who were lrying to establish and legitimise
thelr authority through assoctation with the
divinities housed in Lhe shrines.

Aboul thirty bullding complexes have been
identilled as palaces. These are relalively large
structures thal do nol seem Lo have been associaled

AzezE
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= Discuss...

Compare the layoul of
Vijayenagara with that ol
your town or village
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,—\ with ritual fincllons, One didference belween

A House nfﬁmﬂ these structures and temples Is that the [alter
were constructed entirely of masonry, while the
mi ﬂ:;v;lﬁt E;aaﬁ ;‘Eiiai?:;i superstructure of the secular butldings was made

the mahan avami dibba, which of perishable malerials,

togsther b called the "Hotse 4.1 The mahanavami dibba

of Victory™ Some of the more distinctive structures in the area
These buildings have have been assigned names based on the form of

mﬂ*ﬂiﬁm onhe soove
the alhﬂn beaunfully
sculpted .. . On the upper
platform ... /i this Howse
of Victory the king has 3
mmmﬂaefduﬂt e
where the mol hasa shnne

- end In e otherin the
mﬂdﬁemplmﬁaﬂmm
wiuchmﬁs;mrmaaf
5312, (the crovwn =nd the
roval snki=y) ...

the buildings as well as their functions. The “king's
palace” Is the largest ol the enclesures but has not
vielded definitive evidence of being a royal residence.
It has iwo of the most impressive platlorms, usually
called the "audience hall® and the umhﬂnﬂr!ﬂnu
dibba”, The entire complex Is surrounded by high
double walls with a sireet Tunning between them.
The audience hall s a high platform with slots lor
wooden pillars at close and regular intervals. 1t had
a stalrcase going up to the second Hoor, which rested
ont these pillars. The pillars being closely spaced.
would have left litte [ree space and thos L s not

clear whal the hall was used lor.

Localed on one of the bighest points in the clty,
the “mahanavami dibba® (5 8 massive platlorm rising
Irom a base of aboul 11,000 sq. 1 to a helght of
40 fi. There |s evidence that 1 supported a wooden
structure. The base of the platform Is covered with
relief carvings (Flg. 7.12).

Rituals asspciated with the structure prohably
coincided with Mahanavami (Hierally, the greai ninth
day] of the ten-day Hindu festival during the autumn
months of September and October. known variously
as Dusehra [northem Indla). Durga Puoja [in Bengal)

Fuy. 7.11

ThHe mahimovam dibiba

g 7.12

Carvings o the mnlumoarml
dibha

2 Can you tdenitfy the themes

1 _ of he carvings?
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4
B

and Navaralrl or Mahanavaml [in peninsular lndla).
The Vijayanagar kings displaved their prestige, power
and suzeramty on this occasion.

The ceremonies performed on the occaston nehaded
worship of the tmage, worship of the siate horse, and
the sacriflce of buflaloes and other antmals. Dances,
wrestling matches, and processions of capansoned
horses, elephanis and chariots and soldiers. as well
as ritual presentations before the king and his
guests by the chiel nayakas and subordinate kings
marked the occasion. These cevemonles were Imbied
with deep symballe meanings: On (he last day of the
lestival the King inspected his army and the armies
of the nayakas In a grand ceremony in an open leld.
On this occasion the nayakas brought rich glits for
the king as well as the stipulated tribute.

Was the “mahanavamt dibba™ that stands today
the centre of this elaborate ritual? Scholars have
pointed oul that the space surrounding the siructure
does nol seem o have been adeguate for elabhorate
processions of armed men, women, and large
numbers of anlmals, Like some ol the olher
structures in the roval centre, Il remains an enigma.

4.2 Other bufldings in the royal centre

One of the mosl beautiful buildings in the royal
centre is the Lotus Mahal, so named by Brilish
travellers In the nineteenth century. Whitle the name
Is certainly romantic, historians are nol gquite sure

AzezE
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Fig. 713

An eleralion drauing of the

Lotus Mahal

An clivatlon is a verthesl view of
any object or stiucture, It gives
vou an lidea of fi=mldres Lal
cannol be sern o a photogmph.
Motice the arches. These were
probably inspired by Indo-Istamic
Irrl!mlqur-s.

1 ~ Compare Figs. 7,13 and
| 7.15, and make a isi of the
liatumllmlar:mmm:mlu
hmlz as well as those thit can
Jhcmntnuu!vmeﬁlsu
| compare the arch in Fig 7. 14
Jwtmllmamhmﬁg.?ﬁ The
Livtus Mabal bad nine lowers —
ahlghhbntmlunt.amiclgl-tl
' along the sides. How many can
1ywmmﬂmplﬂug:aphnnd
|lmman}rtn the elevation?
| 1fvou had to rename the Lotus
| | Mahal, whal would you call 1t? |

——— T ———— —

Fig. 7.14
FPhvail of an archeoff
the Lotus Mahal
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Fg, 715
A photograph af the Lotus Mahal

:l‘ Compare Figs. 7.16a |
aml?lEhmthF];,.T[? |
makinga st of fealures I
visible In cach one.

Do you think these were :
actially elephant sinbles? |

THEME= 1M InDian Bistory— Part u

what the building was gsed [or. One suggestion.
[ound In a map drawn by Mackenzie, Is that It
may have besin a councill chamber, a place where
the King med his advisers.

While most (emples were located In the sacred
cenire, there were severat! incthe royal centre as well

h”""’ffﬂ**”*"* wﬁﬁﬁw REbb LI

Fig. 7.17  “Eluphani stablis® leceted clove lo the Lotits Malial

AzezE
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= Can vou Wdenttfy scenes of dancing?
Whw do yvou think elephants and horses
' were dl:"p-ll.'_ltd on L!lt- pmm]&"

= S =  — — —

Omne ol the most speclacular of these is one known as
the Hazara Rama lemple. This was probably meanl
o be used only by the king and his [amily. The images
in the cenirml shrine are missing, however, sculpled
panels on the walls survive. These include scenes
from the Ramayang scuipted on the Inner walls of
the shrine.

While many ol the structures al Vijayanagara
were desiroyed when the city was sacked, traditions
of building palatial struciures were continued by
the nagakas. Many of these bulldings have survived.

= Discuss., Fig, 7.19

interior of the audtenese fall
rif Meackurai

MNole 'Lhe arches:

Why did the nagakas continue with the butliding
traditons ol the milers ol Vijyanagsonm?
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S. THE SACRED CENTRE

5.1 Choosing a capital

We now move o the rocky northern end of the city
on the banks of the Tungabhadra, According 1o local
tradillon, thess hills shellered the monkey kingdom
ol Vali and Sugriva mentoned In the Ramayana.
Other tradittons suggest that Pampadevi, the local
mother goddess, did penance in these hills in order
to marry Virupaksha, the guardlan delty of the
kingdom. also recognised as a foom of Shiva. To this
day this marriage is celebrated annually in the
Virupaksha temple. Among these hills are [ound
Jaina temples of the pre-Vijayanagara period 2s well.
Inn other words, (his area was associaled with several
sacred (radilions.

Temple butlding in the region had a long history.
going back to/dynastles such as Lthe Pallavas,
Chalukyas, Hoysalas and Cholas. Rulers very ofien
encouraged temple bullding as & means of
associating themselves with the divine - often. the
deity was explicitly or implicitly identified with the
king Temples also functored as cenires of learning,
Besides. rulers and others often granted land and
olheér resources lor the maintenance ol temples.
Consequently, femples developed as signilicant
religious, social, cultural and economic centres, From
the point of view al the rulers, constructing, repairing
and malnlaining temples were mportant means
of winning support and recognition for their power,
wealth and piety.

1t 1s likely that the very choice of the site of
Vijayanagara was inspired by the existence of the
shirines of Virupaksha and Pampadevi. In fact the
Vijayanagara kings claimed to rule on behall of
the pod Virupaksha. All royal orders were slgned
“Shri Virupaksha®, usually In the Kannada scriplL
Rulers also Indicaled their close links with the gods
by using the Utle “Hindu Suratrana”. This was a
Sanskritisation ol the Arable term Sultan, meaning
king, so Il Wemally meant Hindu Sultan,

Even as they drew on earlier traditions, the rulers
of Vijayanagara innovated and developed these.
Royal portraitl sculpiure was now displayed in
temples. and the king's visits (o (emples were treated
as Imporiatil state oceaslons on which he was

accompanied by the important nayakas of the empire.

AzezE
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Fig, 7.20
An acrial wewr of e
Virupaksha temple

5.2. Gopurams and mandapas

In terms ol tempic architeciure. by this perioed
cerlain new features were In evidenee. These
included sirucluwes of immense scale thal must have

been a mark ol imperial aulhority, besl exemplifled
by the raya gopurams [Fig. 7.7) or roval galeways
that ollen dwarfed the owers on the central shrines.
and signalled the presence of the temple from a great

g, 721

A plin af the Vikpabsia
[Pyl

Mest of the square
strpciures are shrines.
The lwn major gulewnys
are shiodeil in bk
Ench tiny dol represents
a pillar: Rows of pillars
urmnged I lies

witliin o square oF
feclnngular frafme pppear
! demmreate mifor hails,
poavilions pnd cormdors.

ok e ERUTE | : = &
P ot A1 o, | — -rrh'-'.—.flj_li—"'-' I

-J [_Lr

n I
e o

= Using the scale
| Ihe plan, measure the |
| distanee from the main |
| gopuram (o the central |

i 214 | ‘shrime, Whal would |
R T | have been thevastest. |
AR | -actess from the lank o |

| 1he shriné?
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Fig 722
A knlyann morednon: maer o
eefehrate divine weddings

Fig. 7.23

A line drming of a sculpied pillar
~ Describe whal you see on

* the pillar.

distance. They were also prohably meant as
reminders of the power of kings. able to command
the resources, lechnigues and skills needed Lo
vonsiruct these lowering gateways. Other distinclive
features Include mandapas or pavilions and
long, pillared cormidors thal ofien ran around the
shrines within the temple complex. Let us look at
two lemples more closely — the Virupaksha temple
and the Vitthala {emple.

The Virupaksha temple was bullt over centuries.
While inscriptions suggest that the earliesi
shrine dated Lo the ninth-tenth centuries; it was
substanilially enlarged with Lhe eslablishmenl
ol the Vijayanagara Empire. The hall in [ront of
the maln shrine was bulll by Krishnadeva Raya 1o
mark his accession. This was decorated with
delicately carved pillars. He Is also crediled with
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ihe construction of the ¢asiern gopuram. These
addittons meant that the central shrine came lo
otcupy a relatively small part of the complex.

The halls In the temple were used {or a variety of
purposes. Some were spaces In which the images of
gnds were placed to witness special programmes of
music, dance, drama. elc. Others were used (o
celebrate the marriages ol deities. and yel others
were meant [or the deities to swing in. Special Images.
distlnet Irom Lhose kepl i the small central shrine,
were used on these occasions.

Fig. 7.24
Thier chimriol of the Vitthala temple

; < Do von think chariols
| would have actually been butlt
ke this? |

Fig. 7.25
Suirg) pariion from: Gingdes

e
e

-
-;-I.u‘_
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Fig. 7.26
A gopuram built by the nayukas
of Metetiorenl '

THEmEs 14 Inoiax History— Part 1

Another shrine, the Vilthala lemple, s also
interesting. Here, the principal deity was Vitthala, a
farm of Vishnu generally worshipped in Maharashtra.
The introductlon of the worship of the deily In
Karnataka s another indication of the ways In which
the mulers of Vijayanagara drew on different traditions
io create an impertal culture. As in the case of other
tempies, this temple too has several halis and a
unifque shrine designed as a chariot (Fig. 7.24).

A characteristie [ealure of the temple complexes
i5 the charol sireeis thal exiended fom the lemple
gopuram in o straight Une. These streels were paved
with sione slabs and lined with pillared pavilioris in
which merchants sel up their shops. .

Just as the nayakas continued with and élaborated
on traditions of forutfication, so they did with
traditions of temple building. In fact, some of the
most spectacular gopurams were also butlt by the
local nayakas.

< Discuss..,
Heny and why did the rulers of Vyayanagara adopl
sl sdap earbler trudilons of Aiual architecture?

6. PLOTTING PALACES, TEMPLES

AND BAZAARS
We have been examining a wealth of inlormation on
Vijavanagara — photographs, plans. elevalions of
siructures and sculpture. How was all ol Lhis
produced? Afler the inllal surveys by Mackenzle.
informatlon was pieced logether from (ravellers”
accounis and tnscriplions, Through the twenteth
century. Lhe site was preserved by the Archacological
Survey of Indla and the Karnalaka Depariment of
Archaeology and Museums. In 1976, Hampl was
recognised as a sile of naltonal Importance. Then,
in the early 1980s. an important projeci was
launched to document the material remains al
Vijayanagara in detail. through extensive and
intensive surveys. using a varlety ol recording
lechnigues. Over nearly twenly vears, dozens of

s Be
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scholars lrom all over the
warld worked (o complle and
preserve Lhis Information.

Let us look al just one
part ol this enormous
exercise - mapping - in
more detail. The first siep
was {o divide the entire
area inte a sel eof 25
squares, cach designated by
a letter of the alphabet, Then,
cach ol the small sfquares
was subdivided Inlo a sel
of even smaller squares. Bul
this was nol all: each of
these smaller squares was
further subdivided into yet
smaller uniis.

As you can see, Lhese:
detailed surveys have
been extremely painsiaking, L \ _ .
and have recovered and =i
documented lraces of i -
thousands ol structures —
from tny shrines and
resldences Lo elaborate
temples, They have also led
o the recovery of iraces of
roads, paths. hazaars, elc.

Iz

|FES

e

Mg 727

A deialled map of the sile

tiop rightl

(WS RN NN N e W
| © Whildh 18 the leticr of the |
. alphabiet that wasnot used? |
| Ustng the scaletn the map,
weasure the length of any

| onec of the smiall squares, |

e e = T e e 2

wan

Mg 728
Square N of Fig. 7.27 {right)

| et e B e e Sl A 1
1 = Whai 15 the scale nsed I
on Lhits map?

L (P — |

s Be
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Fig. 7.2
Square NM of Fip. 7.28

= Identify a temple. |
Look for walls, a central shrine, |
and traces of paths leading (o'the |
temple. Namie the squarns on '
the map which contain the plan

af the temple.

The lalter have been localed
through finds of pillar bases
and pladorms — all thal remain
of thriving markets.

It 1s worth remembering
something that John M. Fritz,
George Michell and M.5S. Nagaraja
Rao. who worked for years at the
site. wrole: “Intour study of these
monumenis ol Vijavanagara we
have to lmagdgine i whole serfes
ol vanished wooden elements -
columns, brackels, beams,
cellings. overhanging eaves, and
towers — decorated with plaster
and painied, perhaps brightly.”

Although wooden stniciures are
lost, and only sione structures
survive, the descriptions Iefl by
travellers allow us to reconsiruct
some aspects ol the vibirant Ie ol
the times.

Fig. 7.30
Mar af the temple @n Fig 7.29

| = Identily the gopram, balls,

| colonnades and central shrine. |

| Whitch areas wonld you pass |
through to reach the central

| shrine from the outer entrance? |

| R P —
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Sourme O

Fags gives = vinnd description of the bazaar:
' Gomng forward, youkaves broad-and beaunful sreet
- In this serese ve many merchants, and-thess you
m&ﬁm! afi 3o of rubees, and diamonds; and emerslds.
and pearts, and ssad-paaris and cloths, and avery other
2ot of thing these = on sarth end thar you may with .
Buy. Than you have thers svery Svsning & fair whes
ﬂ&mmymmuhmmdmg,ﬂahm“
citronz, andlimes arid orenzes and srapoe snd ey
other kind @i_{aeﬁnunuﬂ, and wood: you hevs allin.

7. QUESTIONS IN SEARCH

OF ANSWERS
Buildings that survive tell us about the way spaces
were organised and used, how they were buill, with
whal malerials and lechnlgues, For example, we
can assess the defence requirements and military
preparedness of a oity by studying lts fortifications:
Bulldings also tell us aboul the spread of ldeas and
cultural influences Il we compare them with
buildings in other places, They convey ideas which
the bulliders or their patrons wished (o project. They
are ofien suflused with symbels which are a product
ol their culivral context. These we can understand
when we combine Information from other sources
like lterniure, Imscriptlons and popular traditions.

s Be
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Krishnadeva Raya

To recapiulata-about someof
the problems of perspecuva,
look-ar this beaunful siaue
of Knshnadeva Raya placed
on the gopuram of the temgple.
2t Chudambaram, Taml Nadu.
This 15 obviously the way 1n
which the rulsr wanied o

project himsall, _
And this 1s how Pass

describes tha kang:
Of madium heighy, and of
fair complenon and good
figiere, rather farthan thin:
be hias on his face signs of
smalipex;

Fig. 7.3}

THEME= 1M InDian Bistory— Part u

Investigations ol architectural features do nol
tell us what ordinary men, women and children,
comprising the vast majorily of the people who lved
tn the city and lis oulskirts, thought about (hese
impressive buildings. Would they have had access
to any of the areas within the royal centre or the
sacred centre? Wounld (hey hurry past the sculpiure,
or would they pause Lo see, rellect and try and
undersiand its complicated symbolism? And whal
dld the people who worked on these colossal
construction projects think af the enlerprises Lo
which they had contribuled their labour?

Whitie ruiers ook all importani decisions about the
bulldings to be constructed. the site, the material to
b used and the sivle 1o be [oloweil, who possessid
the spectalised knowledge required for such
enormous enleérprises? Who drew up the plans for
the tuildings? Where did the masons, stionecutiers,
sculplors who did the actual bullding come rom?
Were Lhey acaplired during war from selghbouring
reglons® What kind, of wages did they gel? Whe
supervised the bullding activity? How was bullding
mitteridl Iransported and where did 1L comme from?
These are some. of the questions that we cannol
answer by merely Iboking al the bulldings or Lhelr
remalng. Conlimung research using other sources
nught provide some further clues.

AzezE
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FPart of a sfruictiore Kno

TIMELINE 1
MAJCR PoOLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

"\‘

0. 12001300

Establishment of the Delhi Sultanate [ E206)

. 1300-1400

- 1400-1500

"

Establishment of the Vijavanagara Empire (13367);
establishment of the Bihmant kingdom (1347);
Sultannlcs in ) Jaun npur. Has-llmlr antd Madura

Esmh[lﬂhmcnl ol the Gajapall kmgdum of Orissa (1435):
Estabitshment of the Sultanites of Gujaral and Malwa:
Emergence of Lhe Sultanalés ol Almadnagar, Bijapur
and Berar (1490)

- 1500-1600

"

Conguest of Gos by the Porfugnese (1610)

Collapse of (he Bahman kingdom,

emergence of the Sultanatle of Goleonda (1518);
Establishiment of the Mughal etipite by Babur (1526)

1800

Note: (huesstion murk inlicates uneeriain daie

TIMELINE 2

LANDMARKS IN THE DISCOVERY AND CONSERVATION

OF VIJAYANAGARA

Colin Mackenzie visils Vijayanagara

1856
1876

1902
1986

Alexander Greenlaw takes the first deiatled pholographs
of archaealogical remains at Hamp

JF. Fleet heﬁnﬁ documenting the inseriptions on the
temple walls at the stie

Conservatton begins under John Marshall
Hamp declared a World Herttage site by UNESCO
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ANSWER IN100-150 wWoRrDS

What have been the methods used to study the ruins
of Hampl over the last two centuries? In what
way de you (hink they would have complemented

the mmformutton provided by the priesis of the
Virupaksha temple?

How were the waler requiremenis of Vijayanagara
med?

Whai do you think were the advantages and
dizadvantaues of enclosing agriculiuml lapd within
the foriifted area of the clly? '

Whal do you Uiink was the significance of the rituals
aesocialed with the mohanavaml dibba?

Fig. 7.33 isan tllusirationof anolher pillar from the
Virupaksha temple. Do vou notles any foral mottfs?
What are the antmals shiown? Why do you think they
are depleted? Describe the lyman Ngures shown

y mfﬁnﬁrma?hm

| 250-300 Worns) on THE FoLLOWING:

Discuss wheiher the term “royal centre’” is an
appropriale description for the pari of the oty for which
it.1s used

. Whal diwes the architectine of bulldiszps ke the Lotus

Mahal and elephant stables el us aboul te rulers
who commissioned them?

What are ile architeciuml tradiiions thal inspived (hie
architects of Vijavanasara? How did they tmnsform
these traditlons?

Whal tmpression of the lives ol the ordinary people of
Vilayanagara ¢an you cull (rom Lhe various
descriplions tn the chapter?
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10,

On an outhne map of the world, mark
approxtmulety ltaly, Portugal, lran and Russin,
Trace the mules the invellers menlloned on p. 176
would huave laken Lo reach Vijayanagams.

12.

Find sut more about any one of the major citles
winch flourished 1 the subcontinent during
c. fourtéenth-seventeenth centuries. Deseribe the
architecture of the city. Are there any [eatures lo
suggest Lhat these were polltical eenitres? Are there
butldings that were ritundly significamt? Is there
an area [or commercial activiles? What are the
feaiures (hat distsguish the urban lavout from that
of surrounding areas?

Visil a religtous biiding n your neighbourliood.
Describe, with skeiches, ils rool, plilars anfd
arches il any, corridors, pas halls, enlrance,
walersupply. elc. Compare these featureswith
those of the Virapaksha temple. Describe whal
cach pail of Lhe bullding is used for. Find ont
aboul IS hisiory,

A
1f you would like to know
‘more, read:
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Architecture and Art of
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